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Last-minute 
Senate snag 
delays tax 
plan passage 


a slight delay 


Three provisions were found to violate 
Senate guidelines on what types of 
legislation can pass with a simple 50- 
vote majority, forcing minor revisions. 
The House is ready to send the bill to 
President Donald Trump’s desk; the 
Senate has enough votes to pass it. 


From Pilot and wire reports 


Republicans are on the verge of pass- 
ing the most significant overhaul of 
the tax code since 1986, with the Sen- 
ate preparing to pass the GOP plan 
Tuesday night and the House ready to 
send the measure to President Donald 
Trump this morning. 

The sprawling measure would cut 
the corporate tax rate dramatically, 
and the vast majority of households 
would see their income taxes go down 
in 2018, with the largest savings going 
to the wealthy. The bill also proposes 
revising nearly every part of the tax 
system by restructuring income tax 
rates and expanding some popular 
deductions while paring back others. 

Republicans appear to have the votes 
they need to pass the measure through 
the Senate, after holdout Republican 


See TAX PLAN, PAGE 7 


COURTESY OF BLUEPEARL VETERINARY PARTNERS 


Zulu, a 3-year-old pit bull that belongs 
to a Virginia Beach police officer, was 
shot during a break-in at the officer’s 
home on Sunday. The dog underwent 
emergency surgery to remove the bullet. 


Officer’s dog ran 
off intruders but 
was shot. He never 
even whimpered. 


By Jane Harper 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

Zulu is one tough dog. 

When armed burglars broke into a 
police officer’s home on Sunday night, 
the 3-year-old pit bull chased them out. 

And when one of the burglars fired 
a bullet into the dog’s midsection, the 
brown-and-white-spotted pup didn’t 
yelp or crumble to the ground, accord- 
ing to his owner, Officer J. Scurry. 

He didn’t even whimper. 

Scurry said he didn’t hear the gun- 
shot or realize that Zulu had been hurt, 
until he saw that the dog was bleed- 
ing. At first, he thought Zulu’s paw 
had been cut. But when he looked for 
the source of the bleeding, he found 
what appeared to be a gunshot wound 
in the dog’s side. 

“T went after him, and he came back 
running to me like everything was 
fine,” Scurry said. “Then he laid down 
and seemed tired. That’s when I saw 
the blood.” 


See PIT BULL, PAGE 10 
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VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES | RECOUNT 


By a single vote. 
7-year Republican 
majority vanishes 


THE RESULTS of November’s 94th District race flip as Democrat Shelly Simonds outstrips 
GOP incumbent David Yancey by one vote, reducing Republican power in the state legislature. 


By Jordan Pascale 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NEWPORT NEWS 
Every vote matters. 
Canvassers tell you that 
when they knock on your door 
or call you before Election Day. 
But contests rarely come 
down to a single vote. 
Tuesday was an exception. 
In a stunning daylong re- 
count, Democrat Shelly Si- 
monds picked up 11 votes to 
upset Republican incumbent 
Del. David Yancey in the 94th 
House District race. The fi- 
nal numbers: 11,608 to 11,607. 
Democrats and Republicans 
in the House of Delegates will 
be split 50-50, taking control 
from Republicans for the first 
time in nearly 18 years. 
A panel of three judges, ap- 
pointed by the Virginia Su- 
preme Court, will decide 


whether to certify the results 
JOE FUDGE | THE DAILY PRESS VIA AP today. 


Recount race “They’ve been so excited to 
BEEBE EEE Democrat Shelly get me up there,” Simonds said 
Simonds reacts of her Democratic colleagues 
ttt ettrtrtrttfl to the news minutes after the results were 
that she won announced. “I’ve been having 
HERE E EEE EE the 94th District to moderate their enthusiasm 
 eeetPgtrtitrtiL by one vote because I knew just from the 
after previously campaign, that this was a very 
HERE EE EE trailing 50-50 district. I could feel it. 
incumbent “T'm thrilled about all the 
94th District results balance of power David Yancey by things we can get done in Rich- 
10 votes. mond. Issues we haven’t been 
Shelly Simonds (D) 11,608 votes November’s elections shrank the GOP’s “Pm thrilled able to get out of committee in 
David Yancey (R) 11,607 votes 66-34 majority in the House to a 51- about all the the past five, 10 years.” 
Yancey led in November by 10 votes. 49 edge. With the 94th District flipped, things we can While possible, it does not ap- 
In the recount, Simonds picked up 11. the legislature is now at a 50-50 split. get done in pear Republicans will mount 
The results of two more recounts are Richmond,” she 
pending. said. See RECOUNT, PAGE 7 


lighting the candles one more time | Sth night of Hanukkah 


KRISTEN ZEIS | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Allan Brum helps his granddaughter, Emerson Branham, 2, light the candles of the menorah during the last night of Hanukkah 
at his and his wife Carol’s home on Tuesday in Norfolk. Cantor Jennifer Rueben with Ohef Sholom Temple, far left, filmed the 
lighting on Facebook Live for the congregation. 


12 cruise ship passengers To settle attacks on honor, Harry Minium: ODU-NSU 
die in Mexico tour bus crash; 3 local newspaper editors basketball series should 
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